Take It Back!
“Therefore I will make up to you for the years that the swarming locust has
eaten, the creeping locust, the stripping locust and the gnawing locust, My
great army which I sent among you.”
Joel 2:25
Creeping creatures give me the creeps!
Imagine with me the picture behind our passage. Imagine insects. Locusts in
particular. Lots and lots of locusts. Apocalyptic sized hordes of grasshoppers hopping
everywhere. Creepy, crawling locusts. Consuming everything in their chewing path. Not
a pretty picture.
For a number of years, God’s people Israel were plagued by locusts. Swarming,
creeping, stripping, gnawing locusts had ravaged their land. The locust plague resulted
from Israel’s disobedience to the Lord. Judgment had passed. Restoration was on the
horizon. God told the prophet Joel He would “make up” what had been devoured.
When the people repented and made up with the Lord, He made up to them what
had been lost.
This is an encouraging word for you and me today. It’s a promise of restoration
and new beginning. God promises to make up “for the years”. The Lord makes up short
term and long term loss. God restores things we have thought were long gone in the
locust hordes of life.
His restoration is absolutely awesome. Look what Joel says about what God will
do in verses 26-27 of our passage.
“And you shall have plenty to eat and be satisfied, and praise the name of the
Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you; then My people will never be put to
shame. Thus you will know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your
God and there is no other; and My people will never be put to shame again.”
Please take careful note: God promises “plenty”. Plenty sounds wonderful when
you have landed in the land of lack! And plenty will lead to praise. Why? Because God
deals with us in a wonderful way when He restores what had been taken away.
So what are we to do when “locusts” devour things in our life and we experience
loss? Locusts that we brought on because of poor decisions or locusts Satan sends to steal
from us.
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First of all, don’t sit and POUT. The devil loves to watch us suck our thumbs in
self-pity. Woe is me! I have lost it all and I have nothing to look forward to!
Second, don’t DOUBT! Pouting can lead to doubting God’s goodness and His
ability to restore what we have lost. Kick your faith in gear and trust God for restoration.
Third, SHOUT His praises. Trust Him to restore and “make up to you for the
years that the locust has eaten”. Plenty and satisfaction is His promise to you. Believe
and receive it with a shout of joy!
•

Lost your job and salary? Take it back by believing and trusting God for a better
job with better pay and better benefits. Better is better!

•

Lost your health? Take it back by standing on God’s healing promises and walk
boldly in health and wellness. Rebuke disease in Jesus’ name! Reclaim the health
that is yours because “by His scourging we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

•

Lost someone you love? Turn the loneliness and emptiness away by trusting God
for fulfilling relationships in the future with good people. You are not alone.

•

Locusts devoured something valuable? TAKE IT BACK. God will make it up
to you. Decide to go after what was lost with God’s help. Stand with confident
and expectant faith in the promises of His restoration.
WHAT SATAN TAKES UP, GOD MAKES UP!

Currently, is the devil trying to steal from you? Then get real. Deal the enemy a
blow from God’s Word. You are the head and not the tail. Take charge. Kick Satan’s tail
and take back what belongs to you. Sounds like fighting words, huh? They are!
How about some more fighting words? Refuse to allow the devil to rip you off.
Tell him off in Jesus’ name. Take back what is yours! Turn your pain into gain by taking
back what is rightfully yours as God’s covenant kid.
What belongs to you as God’s child doesn’t belong to the devil. So take it back.
“And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring
about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”
Genesis 50:20
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Romans 8:28
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A Word For your Week: Take back what belongs to you in Christ.
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