Perils Of Pornography
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain
from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel
in sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do
not know God.” I Thessalonians 4:3-5
Pornography, the viewing of sexually explicit and erotic images or writing
intended to arouse sexual excitement, is the moral plague of our day. A dark, sinister,
demonic spirit of immoral, illicit sexual behavior mercilessly stalks our land and without
respect of persons strips our society of moral innocence and sexual purity.
Pornography is a curse that is rapidly destroying the moral fabric of our nation
that was established on biblical principles found in God’s Word the Bible. Individuals,
married couples, families, children, our homes and communities are being devoured by
the destructive and demoralizing influence and impact of pornography.
Pornography is a worldwide, multi-billion dollar industry that preys on the lust
of human flesh. Pornography feeds the lust beast in man. Galatians 5:19-21 lists the
“deeds of the flesh”. When fleshly lust is fueled and fired up, men and women are
tempted to engage in acts of fornication, adultery, homosexuality, child molestation,
voyeurism, bestiality, sexual addictions and all other forms of sexual perversion. It is a
widely known fact that sexual offenders have personal histories of viewing
pornography.
Pornography is not a male issue only. Today, one out of every three visitors to
pornographic websites is female. Teenagers and young children are viewing
pornographic material in alarming numbers. Satan works tirelessly to corrupt and pervert
our children’s concept of moral/sexual innocence. The devil’s goal is to derail and destroy
their sexual lives at an early age.
The root word of pornography is porneia. Porneia is also the root word for
fornication. Fornication, according to Webster is “human sexual intercourse other than
between a man and his wife; sexual intercourse between unmarried people.”
In Matthew 5:27-28 Jesus teaches about adultery. “You have heard that it was
said, “You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14), but I say to you, that everyone
who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his
heart.”
The Lord stresses looking at a woman and lusting after her. The word lust
means “pleasure, delight, intense or unbridled sexual desire, lasciviousness, an
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intense longing, or craving” according to Webster. Looking and lusting obviously
applies to females as well as males.
Viewing pornography is all about looking and lusting. People try to justify
pornography because it is not touching. No intercourse involved. Sorry. God’s word
trumps ours. The Lord Jesus Christ looking and sexually lusting in the heart for
another person what it really is: adultery.
Bottom line: Pornography is fornication and adultery in God’s eyes.

The Problem With Pornography
Pornography may stimulate the sexual senses for a short time and provide
momentary sensual pleasure. But in the long run it will destroy a man’s soul. People who
view pornography are selfish, self-centered, self-absorbed, self-obsessed, and into selfgratification. Pornography is all about me and my needs.
I John 2:15-17 teaches us as to where our focus should be when it comes to what
we love and seek after.
“Do not love the world, or the things in the world; if anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in Him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. And
the world is passing away, and also its lusts; BUT THE ONE WHO DOES THE WILL OF
GOD ABIDES FOREVER.”
The lust of the flesh. The lust of the eyes. The boastful pride of life. Every
man and woman’s battle. These three things reign, rule and ruin the world system that
does not know and love God. This world, with all of its alluring and seducing
enticements to provide pleasure for our flesh, will pass away. Flesh is temporary and
cannot meet the deepest needs of the human spirit, heart and soul.
But the person who loves God, not the world, and chooses to do God’s will, not
their own, that person will abide forever. The Christ-like moral person who conducts
himself/herself sexually according to God’s standards, will not fade away, but on the
contrary, will live eternally.
Here are some reasons why pornography is a problem.
•
•
•

Pornography perverts sexual purity established by God in His Word.
Pornography promises momentary pleasure that does not satisfy or fulfill.
Pornography erodes the moral core of a person and society.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pornography is fantasy, not reality.
Pornography is secretive and promotes isolation.
Pornography produces guilt, condemnation, shame and depression.
Pornography drains sexual interest and energy from marriage partners.
Pornography makes your mate feel inferior and inadequate sexually.
Pornography blows a hole in the moral cover over a family and household.
Pornography is addictive and leads to bondage and slavery to lust.
Pornography corrupts and corrodes the moral code of conduct of a nation.
Pornography robs people of the blessings of a sexually pure lifestyle.

Pornography is a deceptive lie of the devil. Have you ever heard these lies
before? Maybe you believe some of them.
1. Nobody will ever know but you. Wrong. God knows. You know. And those
closest to you will know over time.
2. Pornography doesn’t hurt anyone. Wrong. It hurts you, the heart of God,
your family and your community.
3. Pornography enhances your sex life as a married couple. Wrong. It
corrupts, perverts and degrades a pure marriage bed.
“Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled;
for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” Hebrews 13:5
4. Pornography is not addictive. I can stop looking at it anytime I want to. Oh
really? Wrong. Lust is never satisfied and needs a greater fix every time to get
high.
5. Pornography helps relieve pressure and stress. Wrong. It creates stress and
pressure. There are positive ways to relieve life’s stress.
6. Everybody is doing it, so why not you too? Wrong. Not everyone is looking
at pornography. Godly, decent, morally pure people aren’t. There are a lot of
those good people left in America. You can be one of them.
In our scripture from I Thessalonians 4:3-5 at the beginning of this lesson, Paul
teaches us that sexual purity is my personal responsibility. I and I alone, am responsible
for keeping my vessel (body, spirit and soul) holy and pure. It is always God’s will for me
to abstain from sexual immorality. I am not to use my body like unbelieving people do.
My standard is God’s standard. Holiness and purity that honors the One who created,
saved, and lives in me is what I must choose if I want God to bless my moral life.
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A Plan For Prevailing Over Pornography
To prevent pornography from becoming a problem…..
1. Commit yourself to a Christ-centered lifestyle of moral and sexual purity.
2. Surround yourself with morally strong Christians who support and uphold
God’s standards for sexual purity.
3. Keep your mind renewed with God’s Word that promises and provides power
for living a morally and sexually pure life.
4. Keep the sexual fire burning in your marital love life. A passionately healthy,
satisfying sex life in marriage will prevent mates from drifting sexually. You
don’t have to go out to a restaurant if the cooking is good at home!

If pornography is a problem….
* ADMIT you have a problem with the lust of the flesh.
§
§

No more denial. Stop blame-shifting and making excuses.
Stop covering. No more secrecy and isolation.

* COMMIT yourself to God’s healing and restoration process
Jeremiah 30:17
§

Confess your sexual sin and receive God’s forgiveness and
cleansing.

“If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” I
John 1:9
§
§
§

Tell your spouse about your problem and your resolve to overcome
it.
Give your spouse access to all of your computer passwords.
Remove all sexual temptation. (Cable stations, Internet sites,
magazines, movies etc).

“No temptation has overtaken you but such is common to man; and
God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
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are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also,
that you may be able to endure it.” I Corinthians 10:13
§

Be filled with the Holy Spirit and overcome the lust of the flesh.

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of
the flesh.” Galatians 5:16
* SUBMIT yourself to mature Christians who will keep you accountable.
§
§
§
§

Allow them to “get in your face” and ask the hard questions.
Be open and transparent with your successes and struggles.
Join a Christian support group for sexual addiction issues if
necessary.
Seek professional Christian counseling if necessary.

* REFIT your lifestyle to be pornography free and sexually pure.
§

§
§
§
§
§

Study Scripture to understand the power and peril of sexual temptation.
(Proverbs 6:23-33, Proverbs 9:17-18, Proverbs 5:1-6, Proverbs 7:21-27,
Proverbs 5:15-23).
Watch what you watch. Surrender the television remote to your spouse.
Be careful what you read. Don’t pick up that magazine!!!
Choose your friends carefully. Flee from morally weak people.
Refuse to view pornographic sites with co-workers.
Study Christian books on overcoming lust and sexual temptation.

“Let your eyes look directly ahead, and let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you.
Watch the path of your feet, and all your ways will be established. Do not turn to the right
or to the left; turn your foot from evil.” Proverbs 4:25-27
* TRANSMIT what you have learned to others who struggle with
pornography
§
§
§

Share your testimony of prevailing over pornography when it is
clear you have victory in Jesus Christ.
Become an accountability partner for another Christian
Pray for the body of Christ to be morally and sexually pure in its
witness to our world that has lost its way morally and sexually.

REFLECTION: Let’s Get Up Close And Personal About Pornography
ü Are you viewing sexually explicit material that excites you?
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ü
ü
ü
ü

Are you “hooked” on pornographic sites? Have any favorites?
Are you carrying out sexual fantasies while viewing pornography?
Are you enlisting others to watch pornography with you?
Do you find yourself going deeper and deeper into deviant sexual images and
behavior? Heterosexual to homosexual? Adult to youth to children?
ü Do you find yourself obsessing over pornographic images and behavior?
ü Are you breaking any civil laws regarding public and private decency?
ü Do you feel dirty, unclean, ashamed, condemned, depressed and defeated after
viewing pornography?
Ø If you answered yes to any of the above, what are you going to do about
it?

Prevailing Over The Perils Of Pornography Is God’s Perfect Will For
You!!!!
Steve Roll Restoration Ministries
srrestore.org
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